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CLUB MEETING FRIDAY JULY 17,  7:30PM

This year’s annual holiday luncheon has been 
scheduled for Sunday, December 13, at the 
Best Western Seacliff Inn again.  

Check-in will start at 12:30 PM, and buffet 
at 1:00.  This is a great opportunity to visit 
with friends old and new!  

73,

Kathleen

Holiday Luncheon 

The speaker listing for the remainder of 
the year 

JULY David Witkowski W6DTW

 Amateur Radio in Nepal

AUG.   SCCARC President & board

 Proposed By-Laws change discussion

SEPT.   Jim Brown K9YC

 Power Grounding & audio interfacing

OCT.   SCCARC, club auction

 (location of auction yet unknown)

NOV.   SCCARC, Election of new officers and  
 possible By-laws change

DEC.   SCCARC, Christmas Luncheon and  
 install of new officers.

If for some reason the auction doesn’t happen 
or is short, Tom K6TG will be talking on 9-1-1 
communications and the center’s systems.

Club Speakers

Field day at K6MMM

More K6MMM Photos
Bob Wolbert K6XX has posted more Field Day  
photos at:

  https://flic.kr/s/aHskf4CSeW
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When punching up some sale figures on a 
small calculator it was necessary to include 
the 8.5% sales tax.  After a dozen years, the 
disc type battery in my handy Life Long cal-
culator failed.  With only a few calculations 
to make, I didn’t want to take the time to 
turn on one of my several computers.  Open-
ing a desk drawer, I pulled out my old navy 
ET School K&E slide rule.  Flipping it out of 
its dried and cracked leather case, I slid the 
C&D scales to the proper settings for instant 
answers.  No warm up necessary, no batteries 
required.  Worked fine after sixty nine years!

As a December 7th, 1941 Pearl Harbor 
survivor, I have always been interested in 
the lesser-known details of the attack.  Our 
Monterey Bay Chapter of the Pearl Harbor 
Survivors Association turned in its charter 
a decade ago but continued on until last 
month when its remaining two or three 
members were no longer able to attend. 
I joined the group in 1976 when my fam-

ily and I returned to Santa Cruz.  In my 
recent readings, I have concentrated on the 
submarine aspects of the attack; principally 
on the five midget submarines launched 
from offshore mother ships.  I was fasci-
nated with the fact that two of the midgets 
actually pressed home their attacks inside 
Pearl Harbor.  Even more interesting was 
the news I had not heard before.  One of 
the submarines survived the attack and it 
is assumed, took refuge somewhere inside 
the harbor.  Shortly after midnight, on 
December 8th, the submarine sent a radio 
signal to the mother ship, “Our attack was 
successful.”  While there has been some 
speculation, many historians doubt that 
that mini-sub has ever been found. One of 
the five submarines was discovered as late 
as 1960 grounded on a reef outside the 
harbor entrance.

Many of our club members may not have 
heard that our own club president, Suellene, 
K6CPA, has recently assumed the position 
of General Manager and editor of the Scotts 
Valley Banner newspaper.  Suellene and I 
have been writing associates for the past 
two decades.  She and I used to meet at the 
Crow’s Nest with Leon Fletcher, AA6ZG, to 
“talk” writing.  Suellene had just finished 
writing her book of children’s’ stories, 
complete with beautiful illustrations.  We 
are both members of the True Tales Writers 
Group which meets monthly in the Scotts 
Valley Library.  With her PIO duties for the 
ARRL, teaching ham radio and being an 
active Volunteer Examiner, she is one busy, 
busy gal.  Congratulations Suellene!

HamShield turns an 
Arduino into a VHF/UHF 
transceiver
By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU

The Arduino seems to be making a big splash 
in ham radio circles these days. The ARRL has 
recently published a couple of books about 
the Arduino and Arduino-based amateur radio 
projects. And, recently, I purchased a Nano-
Keyer (nanokeyer.wordpress.com), which is a 
CW keyer powered by an Arduino Nano.

Now, a couple of enterprising young hams 
have built the HamShield (https://www.
kickstarter.com/projects/749835103/ham-
shield-for-arduino-vhf-uhf-transceiver). It’s 
an  Arduino shield that turns an Arduino into 
a VHF/UHF transceiver. With the HamShield, 
you can transmit and receive on the 2 m, 220 
MHz, and 440 MHz bands.

According to Casey, KC7IBT, one of the 
project leaders, “We have both voice and data 
working on the shield right now and also 
have a powerful library to control it.”

“We also have it talking to the Chrome 
browser, so any computer that can run a web 
browser can operate a packet radio station 
or voice station. We also have another piece 
of chrome software called “APRS Messenger”, 
a text messaging app for APRS. One of our 
prototypes is in a neat little case that clips 
right to the back of your laptop (shown in the 
video). I will launch these apps in the Chrome 
Store once we get closer to completion.

“We have 10 working prototypes currently, 
but need to raise money to fund the produc-
tion cost and get the unit prices down to 
acceptable levels. This means buying parts in 
bulk and reducing production costs.”

I think this is a very cool project, and I hope 
that you’ll consider supporting the HamShield 
Kickstarter project. I plan to get one and see 
what I can do with it.

When not playing with Arduinos, Dan oper-
ates CW on the HF bands and blogs about 
amateur radio at KB6NU.Com. He is also the 
author of the “No-Nonsense” amateur radio 
license study guides. His most recent book 
is The CW Geek’s Guide to Having Fun with 
Morse Code. The books are available on his 
website or on Amazon.

Murder on the 
Iditarod Trail
This is the title of a very exciting novel by 
Sue  Henry about  the famous

1000 mile-long dog-sled race in Alaska.  It 
credits the continuous support

by Ham Radio operators.  I hope that you 
will enjoy it as much as I did.

—Ron W6WO

REGISTER TO ATTEND 
PACIFICON 2015
The Pacificon 2015 Team has been working 
very hard to bring you the very best Pacificon 
that we can.  We have moved the location 
back to the San Ramon Marriott located in 
San Ramon, California. We have been working 
tirelessly to provide you with some of the 
finest forum speakers and demonstrations of 
amateur radio gear and technology.  If you 
are interested in expanding your knowledge 
in just about any area of ham radio - Pacifi-
con 2015 is the place you have to go.

Friday October 16, 2015 at 6:30 AM PDT

-to-

Sunday October 18, 2015 at 3:00 PM PDT

San Ramon Marriott - San Ramon, California

2600 Bishop Drive

San Ramon, CA 94583



MONTEREY BAY REPEATER ACTIVITY
Santa Cruz K6BJ 146.790- PL 94.8 Santa Cruz  (linked to KI6EH)
County KI6EH 147.945- PL 94.8 Watsonville (linked to K6BJ)
 K6BJ 440.925+ PL 123.0 Santa Cruz (not linked)  
 K6BJ D-Star 441.675 +5MHz (D Star link: tinyurl.com/dstar-sc)
	 •	SCCARC	Net	Monday	7:30	PM	146.79-	/147.945-	/147.180+	linked
	 •	SCCARC	10	Meter	Net	Monday	7:00	PM	28.308	MHz	USB
ARES	Net	 SC	County	Wide	ARES	Tuesday	7:30	PM	on	147.180+	PL	94.8	 	
 and 443.600+ PL 110.9 linked
San	Lorenzo	 WR6AOK	147.120+	PL	94.8	Ben	Lomond
Valley	 •	SLV	Net	Thursday	7:30	PM
Loma	Prieta	 	AB6VS	440.550+	/	AE6KE	146.835-	PL	94.8		(linked	for	net)
	 •	LP	ARES	/	LPARC	Net	Tuesday	7:15	PM
Monterey	 K6LY	146.97-	PL	94.8	/	444.700+	PL123	(linked	for	net)	Monterey
	 •	Monterey	Co.	ARES	Net	Wednesday	7:30	PM	K6LY	146.970-	(PL	94.8)
	 •	NPSARC	Net	Wednesday	at	8	PM	on	K6LY/R
	LPRC	 WR6ABD	146.640-	PL	162.2	/	442.900+	PL	162.2	(winsystem.org)
	 •	LPRC	Net	Tuesday	8:00	PM		146.640-(PL	162.2)	
 •	Amateur	Radio	Newsline	broadcast	Tuesday
•	Santa	Clara	Valley	Section	Traffic	NET		Tuesday	9:00PM	146.640-	(PL 162.2)

FOR	MORE	INFO	SEE:	http://www.k6bj.org/freq.html 

SCCARC Calendar of Events 
ARES	Meeting	(prior	to	club	meeting) Friday Jul 17
SCCARC	Meeting	 Friday	 Jul	17		
Cake	Meetings	 1st	and	3rd	Sat
Board	Meeting	 Thurs	 Jul	23
Short	Skip	articles	due	 Monday	Aug	10
SCCARC	Meeting	 Friday	 Aug	21

MONTHLY MEETINGS.
The	SCCARC	Meets	at	7:30	PM,	on	the	THIRD	FRIDAY	
of	the	each	month	(except	December).	Meetings	are	at	
Dominican	Hospital,		basement	conference	room,1555	
Soquel	Drive,	Santa	Cruz

.

SCCARC Board - 2015
President Suellene Petersen K6CPA  (831) 335-2662 
Vice President Bob Wiser K6RMW  
Secretary Michael Usher AG6MK  (408) 582-2029
Treasurer Stephen Petersen AC6P  
Directors Allen Fugelseth WB6RWU   (831) 475-8846 
 Bruce Hawkins AC6DN
 Kathleen McQuilling KI6AIE  (831) 476-6303
 Robert Ritchey KJ6FFP
 Dave Steinbruner WB6DWP  (831) 685-2915

K6BJ Trustee  Allen Fugelseth WB6RWU   (831) 475-8846

Short	Skip	is	published	12	times	per	year.	
Free	to	members.
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